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In the inter war era, the rise of the largest political movement in modern French history, the powerful Croix
de Feu (1927–1936), and its successor, the Parti Social Français, or PSF (1936–1945), led to a sharp
rightward turn in France’s political culture. Political Belief in France, 1927–1945 traces the central role of
women in this shift, arguing that they transformed the Croix de Feu/PSF from a paramilitary league for
veterans into a social reform movement that sought to remake the politics, society, and culture of the French
Republic.

Following the creation of a Women’s Section in 1934, the women of the Croix de Feu/PSF developed a wide
array of social programs, including welfare services, youth development, and health-care initiatives. At a
time of economic depression and high unemployment, these popular programs tempered the organization’s
fearsome reputation as a violent paramilitary group. While the efforts of the Women’s Section had the veneer
of moderation, they accentuated the long-standing conservative image of France as a deeply Christian society
and sought to assimilate people of different ethnoreligious backgrounds into the dominant national
community. Croix de Feu/PSF women promoted their socialagenda as a religious and patriotic duty, a
reflection of the individual’s responsibility to make personal sacrifices on behalf of their vision for France’s
Christian civilization.

The Croix de Feu/PSF’s ethnoreligious nationalism circulated throughout the French imperial nation-state,
making the movement the premier defender of an empire at the height of its power. But women in North
African branches faced substantial marginalization, and the movement remained dangerously sectarian in the
Maghreb, driving indigenous activists from reformism to anticolonialism.

The Croix de Feu/PSF thus set the stage for both the authoritarian, anti-Semitic Vichy regime and the
decolonization that followed the war. The first book on women of the French far right in the age of fascism,
Political Belief in France, 1927–1945 contributes to the fields of French history, gender studies, the history
of fascism, and the history of empire.
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From reader reviews:

Loyd Tyler:

The experience that you get from Political Belief in France, 1927-1945: Gender, Empire, and Fascism in the
Croix de Feu and Parti Social Franï¿½ais is a more deep you digging the information that hide in the words
the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Political
Belief in France, 1927-1945: Gender, Empire, and Fascism in the Croix de Feu and Parti Social Franï¿½ais
giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can
go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Political Belief
in France, 1927-1945: Gender, Empire, and Fascism in the Croix de Feu and Parti Social Franï¿½ais
instantly.

Joseph Blackwell:

This book untitled Political Belief in France, 1927-1945: Gender, Empire, and Fascism in the Croix de Feu
and Parti Social Franï¿½ais to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when
you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet
or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily
to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this publication from your list.

Ronnie Correa:

Political Belief in France, 1927-1945: Gender, Empire, and Fascism in the Croix de Feu and Parti Social
Franï¿½ais can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand,
bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Political Belief in France, 1927-1945: Gender, Empire, and Fascism in
the Croix de Feu and Parti Social Franï¿½ais although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Lester Baker:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in
the top record in your reading list is definitely Political Belief in France, 1927-1945: Gender, Empire, and
Fascism in the Croix de Feu and Parti Social Franï¿½ais. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry



Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you
can get many advantages.
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