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Wafaa Bilal’s childhood in Iraq was defined by the horrific rule of Saddam Hussein, two wars, a bloody
uprising, and time spent interned in chaotic refugee camps in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. Bilal eventually
made it to the United States to become a professor and a successful artist, but when his brother was killed at
a checkpoint in Iraq in 2005, he decided to use his art to confront those in the comfort zone with the realities
of life in a conflict zone.

Thus the creation and staging of “Domestic Tension,” an unsettling interactive performance piece: for one
month, Bilal lived alone in a prison cell-sized room in the line of fire of a remote-controlled paintball gun
and a camera that connected him to Internet viewers around the world. Visitors to the gallery and a virtual
audience that grew by the thousands could shoot at him twenty-four hours a day. The project received
overwhelming worldwide attention, garnering the praise of the Chicago Tribune, which called it “one of the
sharpest works of political art to be seen in a long time,” and Newsweek’s assessment “breath taking.” It
spawned provocative online debates, and ultimately, Bilal was awarded the Chicago Tribune’s Artist of the
Year Award.

Structured in two parallel narratives, the story of Bilal’s life journey and his “Domestic Tension” experience,
this first-person account is supplemented with comments on the history and current political situation in Iraq
and the context of “Domestic Tension” within the art world, including interviews with art scholars such as
Dean of the School of Art at Columbia University, Carol Becker, who also contributes the introduction.
Shoot an Iraqi is equally pertinent reading for those who seek insight into the current conflict in Iraq and for
those fascinated by interactive art technologies and the ever-expanding world of online gaming.
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From reader reviews:

Ruby Mejia:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Shoot an Iraqi: Art, Life and Resistance Under the Gun. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book
Shoot an Iraqi: Art, Life and Resistance Under the Gun. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could
know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Donald Lewis:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Shoot an Iraqi: Art, Life and Resistance Under the Gun why
because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Linda Cooper:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Shoot an Iraqi: Art, Life and
Resistance Under the Gun is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

William Luke:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Shoot an Iraqi: Art, Life and Resistance
Under the Gun was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Shoot an Iraqi:
Art, Life and Resistance Under the Gun has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose
the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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