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BEING more anxious to show the spirit of the late pontificate than to write a full catalogue of its
achievements, I have passed lightly over all but the greater incidents in this history of a quarter of a century
of battles. Perhaps a rapid story may be acceptable to many Catholic readers who find fuller biographies too
long and too costly. NEVER since the days of Hildebrand has the Church seen so remarkable a pontificate as
that which has just closed. The long reign of Pius IX., far exceeding in duration that of any of his
predecessors, and surpassing even the traditional "years of Peter" which a popular prediction declared that no
pope should ever see, was crowded with momentous political events, involving the most important changes
in the condition of a large part of the civilized world, and in nearly all these changes the Sovereign Pontiff
was the central figure. Ideas which were just beginning to ripen into action at the time of his birth became the
ruling force of Europe before the close of his career. The ancient society of Christian nations was broken up.
Christendom as a political entity ceased to exist. A new order of civilization, founded on new principles,
took its place. In all these vicissitudes the Roman See was the one institution which suffered no change.
Time and time again has it seemed to be the pivot around which moved the revolutions of a world. And the
part of Pius IX. in this turmoil of transformation was no less strange than eventful. The early years of his
pontificate showed that there was no reasonable liberty of which the Church might not be the protectur, anti
for a few weeks the whole world sang hymns of praise to the Pope who had proved the compatibility of the
authority of Rome with political freedom, and her sympathy with all noble and patriotic aspirations. Yet the
World and the Church were soon in conflict, though the Pope never changed. Empires and republics rose and
fell. Princes turned democrats. Democrats assumed the crown. Kingdoms were blotted off the map. Nations
sprang into life. The Church was stripped of all her temporal possessions. Governments which had been her
stanchest supporters suddenly become her foes. And in the midst of this hurry of revolutions-political, social,
and religious-the Papacy alone retained its stability. The world beat against it, and beat in vain. When it was
deemed friendless it was strongest. When it had no help except the unseen hand of Heaven, it was most
formidable in the unity of its episco. pate, the affection of its children scattered far and wide over the earth,
the clearness of its teachings, and the quick and full assent which all Catholics yielded to the authoritative
voice that spoke to them from the Vatican. "There is, perhaps, hardly any pontiff," says Cardinal Manning,
"who has governed the Church with more frequent exercises of supreme authority than Pius IX."
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From reader reviews:

Richard Benson:

The book A Life of Pope Pius IX make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book A Life of Pope Pius
IX to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a guide
A Life of Pope Pius IX. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Andre Roop:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question because
just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that A Life of Pope Pius IX to read.

Reinaldo Downs:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This A Life of Pope Pius IX
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Jennifer Fountain:

The particular book A Life of Pope Pius IX has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning
this book.
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