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Tragicomedy of the highest order, this stellar collection is Croatian writer Novakovich's best ever.

Hailed as one of the best short story writers of the 1990s, Josip Novakovich was praised by the New York
Times for writing fiction that has "the crackle of authenticity, like the bite of breaking glass." In his new
collection, he explores a war–torn Balkan world in which a schoolchild's innocence evaporates in a puff of
cannon smoke, lust replaces love, and the joy of survival overrides all other pleasures.

As Serb, Croat, and Bosnian Muslim armies clash in the cities and countryside of the former Yugoslavia, it's
hard to tell the front lines from the home front. The characters in Infidelities––soldiers and civilians
alike––are caught in the ridiculous, often cruelly whimsical contradictions of war and the paranoia and folly
of those who conduct it. In "Ribs," a Croatian woman whose husband has already been taken by the war will
go to any length to keep her son out of the army, including sleeping with the draft officer, a tryst that leads to
an unexpected, and disturbing, spiritual vision. A Buddhist soldier in the Bosnian Muslim military isly
accused of being an informer to the enemy Serbs after his detachment ambushes itself in "Hail." A draft
dodger is in the hospital for a transplant, in "A Purple Heart," when a high–ranking Croatian general steals
the heart for himself (and dies) while the dodger suddenly discovers a new thirst for life. In "Spleen," a
Bosnian émigré in America learns that even in the throes of passion she cannot find release from the
haunting memories of her homeland.

These stories cover a broad sweep of time, reaching back to the first shots of World War I in Sarajevo and
forward to the plight of Balkan immigrants in contemporary America. Throughout, acts of compassion,
gallows humour, even desire arise from a landscape devastated by tragedy.
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From reader reviews:

Trevor Cianciolo:

The experience that you get from Infidelities: Stories of War and Lust may be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Infidelities: Stories of War and Lust giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this particular Infidelities: Stories of War and Lust instantly.

Frank Bullard:

The actual book Infidelities: Stories of War and Lust will bring you to the new experience of reading some
sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this
book very ideal to you. The book Infidelities: Stories of War and Lust is much recommended to you to see.
You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Joseph Mattie:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book
Infidelities: Stories of War and Lust. You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Violet Murray:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With
the book Infidelities: Stories of War and Lust we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Infidelities: Stories of War and Lust. You
can more desirable than now.
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