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During the Civil War, cities, houses, forests, and soldiers’ bodies were transformed into “dead heaps of
ruins,” novel sights in the southern landscape. How did this happen, and why? And what did
Americans—northern and southern, black and white, male and female—make of this proliferation of ruins?
Ruin Nation is the first book to bring together environmental and cultural histories to consider the evocative
power of ruination as an imagined state, an act of destruction, and a process of change.

Megan Kate Nelson examines the narratives and images that Americans produced as they confronted the
war’s destructiveness. Architectural ruins—cities and houses—dominated the stories that soldiers and
civilians told about the “savage” behavior of men and the invasions of domestic privacy. The ruins of living
things—trees and bodies—also provoked discussion and debate. People who witnessed forests and men
being blown apart were plagued by anxieties about the impact of wartime technologies on nature and on
individual identities.

The obliteration of cities, houses, trees, and men was a shared experience. Nelson shows that this is one of
the ironies of the war’s ruination—in a time of the most extreme national divisiveness people found common
ground as they considered the war’s costs. And yet, very few of these ruins still exist, suggesting that the
destructive practices that dominated the experiences of Americans during the Civil War have been erased
from our national consciousness.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Archer:

The book Ruin Nation: Destruction and the American Civil War (UnCivil Wars Ser.) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book
Ruin Nation: Destruction and the American Civil War (UnCivil Wars Ser.)? Some of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book Ruin Nation: Destruction and the American Civil War
(UnCivil Wars Ser.) has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Charlene Martinez:

This Ruin Nation: Destruction and the American Civil War (UnCivil Wars Ser.) usually are reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Ruin Nation: Destruction and
the American Civil War (UnCivil Wars Ser.) can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that might be will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Ruin Nation: Destruction and the
American Civil War (UnCivil Wars Ser.) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Karen Garcia:

You can get this Ruin Nation: Destruction and the American Civil War (UnCivil Wars Ser.) by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but also can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.

Richard Taylor:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book
Ruin Nation: Destruction and the American Civil War (UnCivil Wars Ser.). Contain your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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