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In this moving account, “America’s Superintendent” John Kuhn lays bare the scare tactics at the root of the
modern school “reform” movement. Kuhn conveys a deeply held passion for the mission and promise of
public education through his own experience as a school administrator in Texas. When his “Alamo Letter”
first appeared in the Washington Post, it galvanized the educational community in a call to action that was
impossible to ignore. This powerful book requires us to question whether the current education crisis will be
judged by history as a legitimate national emergency or an agenda-driven panic, spurred on by a media that
is, for the most part, uninterested in anything but useless soundbites.

Essential reading for teachers, administrators, policymakers, and everyone concerned with public
education, Fear and Learning in America:

Analyzes school reform from the perspective of a practicing school administrator who isn’t sold on the●

corporate reform package.
Places school reform in the historical context of similar episodes of national hand-wringing.●

Offers encouragement and appreciation to classroom teachers who are exhausted by the vilification that●

modern school reform has served up.

“John Kuhn’s book is packed with more wisdom than any 10 books that I have read about American
education. It is the wisdom born of experience. It is the wisdom of a man who cares about children, families,
and community.”

—From the Foreword by Diane Ravitch, author of Reign of Error

“In Fear and Learning in America, John Kuhn weaves together stories from his life as a teacher and
missionary with tales from history. The result is a fresh way of thinking about schools and educational
policy. Refuting A Nation at Risk, Mr. Kuhn warns, persuasively, of ‘a rising tide of inequality.’ His
message, artfully delivered in this important book, should be heeded.”

—John Merrow, education correspondent, PBS NewsHour, and president, Learning Matters, Inc.

“Kuhn is a superb educator and his valuable book effectively dissects the myths about today’s high-stakes
testing environment and the worsening conditions under which educators are expected to make miracles
every day, or else.  His cogent arguments against such policies demonstrate what is really important and
should inform the debate about public education.”

—Randi Weingarten, president, American Federation of Teachers

“This book is a brilliantly clear defense of public education as our nation’s most valuable asset. John Kuhn
fearlessly names the fact that today’s education reformers, like the renowned emperor, wear no clothes.”



—Christine Sleeter, professor emerita, California State University Monterey Bay

John Kuhn is a public school administrator in Texas and a vocal advocate for public education. His “Alamo
Letter” and YouTube videos of his 2011 speech at a Save Texas Schools rally went viral, as did his 2012
essay, “The Exhaustion of the American Teacher.”
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Rockwood:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Fear and
Learning in America: Bad Data, Good Teachers, and the Attack on Public Education (Teaching for Social
Justice Series) suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Fear and Learning in America: Bad Data, Good Teachers, and the Attack on Public Education
(Teaching for Social Justice Series)is a single of several books that will everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age
that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Danny Saleem:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing
you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be
the e-book untitled Fear and Learning in America: Bad Data, Good Teachers, and the Attack on Public
Education (Teaching for Social Justice Series) can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to
you.

Rebecca Dryden:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Fear and Learning in America: Bad Data, Good
Teachers, and the Attack on Public Education (Teaching for Social Justice Series) why because the amazing
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.

Rita Furguson:

The book untitled Fear and Learning in America: Bad Data, Good Teachers, and the Attack on Public
Education (Teaching for Social Justice Series) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains
her idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new



era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.
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