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Once I Had a Comrade is the story of the author's German father-in-law, Karl Roth, who grew up during the
tumultuous 1930s in the Franconian town of Schweinfurt, located in northern Bavaria, and of his regiment,
36th Panzer Regiment. When the Second World War began, he found himself conscripted into the army and
assigned as maintenance private to the headquarters company of Schweinfurt's new branch of service, the
36th Panzer Regiment, assigned to 4th Panzer Division until November 1940, 14th Panzer Division
thereafter. They participated in the campaigns in Poland 1939, France 1940 and Yugoslavia 1941, before
serving on the Eastern Front (southern sector) until destruction at Stalingrad 1943. The division was then
rebuilt and again served in the southern sector of Russia before being transferred to Kurland in late 1944,
where it saw out the rest of the war serving with 18th Army. During these campaigns, Karl Roth repaired
nearly every type of tank in the German arsenal, holding the rank of master sergeant by the end of the war.
After six years of conflict he survived being blown off his tank, dysentery, malaria, weeks separated behind
enemy lines, a possible court-martial, and was awarded the Gold Tank Destruction Badge. As Richard Byrd
began to research the story, several questions arose about the unit and his father-in-law, including: What kind
of man was he? Where did he fight and what tactics were used? Why wasn't a regimental history written after
the war? What was their strength and what strategic events affected them? Many of the answers to these
questions were supplied by books, but more important than all the numbers and statistics gathered for the
research were the first hand accounts related to him by his mother-in-law and survivors of the regiment, who
have provided a host of original photographs and anecdotes explaining the human aspect of the 36th Panzer
Regiment's history.

This book then is a tribute to Roth and his comrades, and to all soldiers who aspire to commendable and
honorable action during time of war. Key sales points: Provides the first history of 36th Panzer Regiment yet
published in any language / Combines operational details with fascinating personal accounts telling the story
of Karl Roth and his comrades / Features over 150 b/w photos, many previously unpublished / A major
contribution to the history of the Panzertruppen.
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From reader reviews:

Clifford Ranger:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what type you should start with. This Once I Had a Comrade: Karl Roth and the Combat
History of the 36th Panzer Regiment 1939-45 is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Richard Holeman:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Once I Had a Comrade: Karl Roth and the Combat History of the 36th Panzer Regiment 1939-45 your brain
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Once I Had a Comrade: Karl Roth
and the Combat History of the 36th Panzer Regiment 1939-45 giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Anna Bailey:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Once I Had a Comrade: Karl Roth and the
Combat History of the 36th Panzer Regiment 1939-45 publication written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then
you still uncertainty Once I Had a Comrade: Karl Roth and the Combat History of the 36th Panzer Regiment
1939-45 as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break
don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Taylor Becker:

Beside this kind of Once I Had a Comrade: Karl Roth and the Combat History of the 36th Panzer Regiment
1939-45 in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Once I Had a Comrade: Karl Roth and the Combat
History of the 36th Panzer Regiment 1939-45 because this book offers for your requirements readable



information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from
currently!
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