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Robert Schumann (1810–56) is one of the most important and representative composers of the Romantic era.
Born in Zwickau, Germany, Schumann began piano instruction at age seven and immediately developed a
passion for music. When a permanent injury to his hand prevented him from pursuing a career as a touring
concert pianist, he turned his energies and talents to composing, writing hundreds of works for piano and
voice, as well as four symphonies and an opera. Here acclaimed biographer Martin Geck tells the fascinating
story of this multifaceted genius, set in the context of the political and social revolutions of his time.

 

The image of Schumann the man and the artist that emerges in Geck’s book is complex. Geck shows
Schumann to be not only a major composer and music critic—he cofounded and wrote articles for the
controversial Neue Zeitschrift für Musik—but also a political activist, the father of eight children, and an
addict of mind-altering drugs. Through hard work and determination bordering on the obsessive, Schumann
was able to control his demons and channel the tensions that seethed within him into music that mixes the
popular and esoteric, resulting in compositions that require the creative engagement of reader and listener.

 

The more we know about a composer, the more we hear his personality in his music, even if it is above all on
the strength of his work that we love and admire him. Martin Geck’s book on Schumann is not just another
rehashing of Schumann’s life and works, but an intelligent, personal interpretation of the composer as a
musical, literary, and cultural personality.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Bush:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has different type.
Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really reading whatever they
have because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you will
need this Robert Schumann: The Life and Work of a Romantic Composer.

Tara Winston:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Robert Schumann: The Life and Work of a Romantic
Composer. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important the book Robert Schumann: The Life and Work of a Romantic Composer. You can add knowledge
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you
can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well
as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's read.

Carolyn Ziolkowski:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Robert Schumann: The Life
and Work of a Romantic Composer book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Rebbecca Farley:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This guide Robert Schumann: The Life and Work of a Romantic Composer was filled in
relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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