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Shell Shock Cinema explores how the classical German cinema of the Weimar Republic was haunted by the
horrors of World War I and the the devastating effects of the nation's defeat. In this exciting new book,
Anton Kaes argues that masterworks such as The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari, Nosferatu, The Nibelungen, and
Metropolis, even though they do not depict battle scenes or soldiers in combat, engaged the war and
registered its tragic aftermath. These films reveal a wounded nation in post-traumatic shock, reeling from a
devastating defeat that it never officially acknowledged, let alone accepted.

Kaes uses the term "shell shock"--coined during World War I to describe soldiers suffering from nervous
breakdowns--as a metaphor for the psychological wounds that found expression in Weimar cinema.
Directors like Robert Wiene, F. W. Murnau, and Fritz Lang portrayed paranoia, panic, and fear of invasion in
films peopled with serial killers, mad scientists, and troubled young men. Combining original close textual
analysis with extensive archival research, Kaes shows how this post-traumatic cinema of shell shock
transformed extreme psychological states into visual expression; how it pushed the limits of cinematic
representation with its fragmented story lines, distorted perspectives, and stark lighting; and how it helped
create a modernist film language that anticipated film noir and remains incredibly influential today.

A compelling contribution to the cultural history of trauma, Shell Shock Cinema exposes how German film
gave expression to the loss and acute grief that lay behind Weimar's sleek façade.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Nelsen:

With other case, little persons like to read book Shell Shock Cinema: Weimar Culture and the Wounds of
War. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important some sort of book Shell Shock Cinema: Weimar Culture and the Wounds of War. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Melissa Alfonso:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do?
All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their can do which. It said
that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on guardería until
university need this Shell Shock Cinema: Weimar Culture and the Wounds of War to read.

Thomas Carlson:

Often the book Shell Shock Cinema: Weimar Culture and the Wounds of War will bring you to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Shell Shock Cinema: Weimar Culture and the
Wounds of War is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

David Manning:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Shell Shock Cinema: Weimar
Culture and the Wounds of War that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Shell Shock Cinema: Weimar Culture and the
Wounds of War become your current starter.
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