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Celebrated historian John Hirst offers a fascinating exploration of the qualities that made Europe a
world-changing civilisation.

The Shortest History of Europe begins with a rapid overview of European civilisation, describing its birth
from an unlikely mixture of classical learning, Christianity and German warrior culture. Over the centuries,
this unstable blend produced highly distinctive characters – pious knights and belligerent popes, romantics
spouting folklore and revolutionaries imitating Rome – and its coming apart provided the dynamic of
European history in modern times.

Accompanied by lively illustrations, The Shortest History of Europe is a clear, humorous and thought-
provoking account of a remarkable civilisation. This new edition brings the story into the present, covering
the world wars and beyond.

‘A wise, illuminating little book’ —Sydney Morning Herald

‘An entertaining, learned piece of historical compression’ —Age

‘Crisp, lucid and evocative’ —Australian Book Review

‘Beautifully and sparely constructed, yet rich in fact, feeling and detail, sweeping, challenging and funny’
—James Button

‘Great stuff, the book as a whole is constantly thought-provoking’ —Courier Mail

John Hirst was a member of the History Department at La Trobe University from 1968 to 2007. He has
written many books on Australian history, including Convict Society and Its Enemies, The Strange Birth of
Colonial Democracy, The Sentimental Nation, Sense and Nonsense in Australian History and The Shortest
History of Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book The Shortest History of Europe ended up being making you
to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The reserve The Shortest History of Europe is not only giving you more new information but also to become
your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship while using book The Shortest History of Europe. You never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Susan Rogers:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire
day to reading a book. The book The Shortest History of Europe it doesn't matter what good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read
this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Victoria Manson:

The Shortest History of Europe can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Shortest History of Europe but
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
thinking.

Veda Howard:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Shortest History of Europe or others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more
and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them
to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Shortest
History of Europe to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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