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Okinawa is the only contemporary society in which women lead the official, mainstream, publicly funded
religion. Priestesses are the acknowledged religious leaders within the home, clan, and village--and, until
annexation by Japan approximately one hundred years ago, within the Ryukyuan Kingdom. This fieldwork-
based study provides a gender-sensitive look at a remarkable religious tradition. Susan Sered spent a year
living in Henza, an Okinawan fishing village, joining priestesses as they conducted rituals in the sacred
groves located deep in the jungle-covered mountains surrounding the village. Her observations focus upon
the meaning of being a priestess and the interplay between women's religious preeminence and other aspects
of the society.

Sered shows that the villages social ethos is characterized by easy-going interpersonal relations, an absence
of firm rules and hierarchies, and a belief that the village and its inhabitants are naturally healthy.
Particularly interesting is her discovery that gender is a minimal category here: villagers do not adapt any
sort of ideology that proclaims that men and women are inherently different from one another. Villagers do
explain that because farmland is scarce in Okinawa, men have been compelled to go to the dangerous ocean
and to foreign countries to seek their livelihoods. Women, in contrast, have remained present in their healthy
and pleasant village, working on their farms and engaging in constant rounds of intra- and interfamilial
socializing. Priestesses, who do not exert power in the sense that religious leaders in many other societies do,
can be seen as the epitome of presence. By praying and eating at myriad rituals, priestesses make immediate
and tangible the benevolent presence of kami-sama (divinity).

Through in-depth examination of this unique and little-studied society, Sered offers a glimpse of a religious
paradigm radically different from the male-dominated religious ideologies found in many other cultures.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Martin:

The book Women of the Sacred Groves: Divine Priestesses of Okinawa make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Women of the
Sacred Groves: Divine Priestesses of Okinawa for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you
like available and read a publication Women of the Sacred Groves: Divine Priestesses of Okinawa. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Carl Vincent:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Women of the Sacred Groves: Divine
Priestesses of Okinawa is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Erica Lewis:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Women of the Sacred Groves: Divine
Priestesses of Okinawa is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Richard Manning:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Women of the Sacred Groves:
Divine Priestesses of Okinawa can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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