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Alcibiades is one of the most famous (or infamous) characters of Classical Greece. A young Athenian
aristocrat, he came to prominence during the Peloponnesian War (429-404 BC) between Sparta and Athens.
Flamboyant, charismatic (and wealthy), this close associate of Socrates persuaded the Athenians to attempt
to stand up to the Spartans on land as part of an alliance he was instrumental in bringing together. Although
this led to defeat at the Battle of Mantinea in 418 BC, his prestige remained high. He was also a prime mover
in Athens' next big strategic gambit, the Sicilian Expedition of 415 BC, for which he was elected as one of
the leaders. Shortly after arrival in Sicily, however, he was recalled to face charges of sacrilege allegedly
committed during his pre-expedition reveling. Jumping ship on the return journey, he defected to the
Spartans.

Alcibiades soon ingratiated himself with the Spartans, encouraging them to aid the Sicilians (ultimately
resulting in the utter destruction of the Athenian expedition) and to keep year-round pressure on the
Athenians. He then seems to have overstepped the bounds of hospitality by sleeping with the Spartan queen
and was soon on the run again. He then played a devious and dangerous game of shifting loyalties between
Sparta, Athens and Persia. He had a hand in engineering the overthrow of democracy at Athens in favor of an
oligarchy, which allowed him to return from exile, though he then opposed the increasingly-extreme
excesses of that regime. For a time he looked to have restored Athens' fortunes in the war, but went into exile
again after being held responsible for the defeat of one of his subordinates in a naval battle. This time he took
refuge with the Persians, but as they were now allied to the Spartans, the cuckolded King Agis of Sparta was
able to arrange his assassination by Persian agents.

There has been no full length biography of this colorful and important character for twenty years. Professor
Rhodes brings the authority of an internationally recognized expert in the field, ensuring that this will be a
truly significant addition to the literature on Classical Greece.
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From reader reviews:

Lily Winstead:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days
always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their
book. One of them is this Alcibiades.

Roger Everman:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a book. The book Alcibiades it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this
book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The
price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Margaret Walker:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Alcibiades, you can enjoy both. It
is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Charles Hopper:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be study.
Alcibiades can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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