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A bestseller in 1933, and subsequently adapted into two beloved and controversial films, Imitation of Life
has played a vital role in ongoing conversations about race, femininity, and the American Dream. Bea
Pullman, a white single mother, and her African American maid, Delilah Johnston, also a single mother, rear
their daughters together and become business partners. Combining Bea’s business savvy with Delilah’s
irresistible southern recipes, they build an Aunt Jemima-like waffle business and an international restaurant
empire. Yet their public success brings them little happiness. Bea is torn between her responsibilities as a
businesswoman and those of a mother; Delilah is devastated when her light-skinned daughter, Peola, moves
away to pass as white. Imitation of Life struck a chord in the 1930s, and it continues to resonate powerfully
today.

The author of numerous bestselling novels, a masterful short story writer, and an outspoken social activist,
Fannie Hurst was a major celebrity in the first half of the twentieth century. Daniel Itzkovitz’s introduction
situates Imitation of Life in its literary, biographical, and cultural contexts, addressing such topics as the
debates over the novel and films, the role of Hurst’s one-time secretary and great friend Zora Neale Hurston
in the novel’s development, and the response to the novel by Hurst’s friend Langston Hughes, whose one-act
satire, “Limitations of Life” (which reverses the races of Bea and Delilah), played to a raucous Harlem
crowd in the late 1930s. This edition brings a classic of popular American literature back into print.
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From reader reviews:

Bernice Fugate:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Imitation of Life. Try to stumble through book Imitation of Life as
your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Edward McClung:

In other case, little folks like to read book Imitation of Life. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Imitation of Life. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well
as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's study.

Linda Doyle:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting on
the bed? Do you need something new? This Imitation of Life can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book
you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Kellie Stephens:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Imitation of Life was bright colored and of course
has pictures on the website. As we know that book Imitation of Life has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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