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A career of nearly three decades with the CIA and the National Intelligence Council showed Paul R. Pillar
that intelligence reforms, especially measures enacted since 9/11, can be deeply misguided. They often miss
the sources that underwrite failed policy and misperceive our ability to read outside influences. They also
misconceive the intelligence-policy relationship and promote changes that weaken intelligence-gathering
operations.

In this book, Pillar confronts the intelligence myths Americans have come to rely on to explain national
tragedies, including the belief that intelligence drives major national security decisions and can be fixed to
avoid future failures. Pillar believes these assumptions waste critical resources and create harmful policies,
diverting attention away from smarter reform, and they keep Americans from recognizing the limits of
obtainable knowledge.

Pillar revisits U.S. foreign policy during the Cold War and highlights the small role intelligence played in
those decisions, and he demonstrates the negligible effect that America's most notorious intelligence failures
had on U.S. policy and interests. He then reviews in detail the events of 9/11 and the 2003 invasion of Iraq,
condemning the 9/11 commission and the George W. Bush administration for their portrayals of the role of
intelligence. Pillar offers an original approach to better informing U.S. policy, which involves insulating
intelligence management from politicization and reducing the politically appointed layer in the executive
branch to combat slanted perceptions of foreign threats. Pillar concludes with principles for adapting foreign
policy to inevitable uncertainties.
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From reader reviews:

Brittany Belliveau:

This book untitled Intelligence and U.S. Foreign Policy: Iraq, 9/11, and Misguided Reform to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Enoch Dutton:

The particular book Intelligence and U.S. Foreign Policy: Iraq, 9/11, and Misguided Reform will bring that
you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Intelligence and U.S. Foreign
Policy: Iraq, 9/11, and Misguided Reform is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the
e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jack Harbin:

This Intelligence and U.S. Foreign Policy: Iraq, 9/11, and Misguided Reform is great publication for you
because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can point out
no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Intelligence and U.S. Foreign Policy: Iraq, 9/11, and Misguided Reform in your
hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Lauren Veach:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Intelligence and U.S. Foreign Policy: Iraq, 9/11, and Misguided
Reform was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.
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