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How do radical religious sects run such deadly terrorist organizations? Hezbollah, Hamas, Lashkar-e-Taiba,
and the Taliban all began as religious groups dedicated to piety and charity. Yet once they turned to violence,
they became horribly potent, executing campaigns of terrorism deadlier than those of their secular rivals. In
Radical, Religious, and Violent, Eli Berman approaches the question using the economics of organizations.
He first dispels some myths: radical religious terrorists are not generally motivated by the promise of
rewards in the afterlife (including the infamous seventy-two virgins) or even by religious ideas in general. He
argues that these terrorists (even suicide terrorists) are best understood as rational altruists seeking to help
their own communities. Yet despite the vast pool of potential recruits -- young altruists who feel their
communities are repressed or endangered -- there are less than a dozen highly lethal terrorist organizations in
the world capable of sustained and coordinated violence that threatens governments and makes hundreds of
millions of civilians hesitate before boarding an airplane. What's special about these organizations, and why
are most of their followers religious radicals?Drawing on parallel research on radical religious Jews,
Christians, and Muslims, Berman shows that the most lethal terrorist groups have a common characteristic:
their leaders have found a way to control defection. Hezbollah, Hamas, and the Taliban, for example, built
loyalty and cohesion by means of mutual aid, weeding out "free riders" and producing a cadre of members
they could rely on. The secret of their deadly effectiveness lies in their resilience and cohesion when
incentives to defect are strong.These insights suggest that provision of basic social services by competent
governments adds a critical, nonviolent component to counterterrorism strategies. It undermines the violent
potential of radical religious organizations without disturbing free religious practice, being drawn into
theological debates with Jihadists, or endangering civilians.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hickox:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Radical, Religious, and Violent: The New Economics of Terrorism (MIT Press)
book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer of Radical, Religious, and Violent: The New Economics of Terrorism (MIT Press)
content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Radical, Religious,
and Violent: The New Economics of Terrorism (MIT Press) is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

Joshua Rodrigue:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Radical, Religious, and Violent: The
New Economics of Terrorism (MIT Press), you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Howard Benedict:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Radical, Religious, and Violent: The
New Economics of Terrorism (MIT Press) book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism
Radical, Religious, and Violent: The New Economics of Terrorism (MIT Press) as good book not merely by
the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Carlos Moses:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Radical, Religious, and Violent: The New
Economics of Terrorism (MIT Press) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out
of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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