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Mike Leonard is a lucky man. It’s not everyone who gets parents like Jack and Marge. At eighty-seven, Jack
is a pathological optimist with an inexhaustible gift of gab. Marge, Jack’s bride of sixty years, though cut
from the same rough bolt of Irish immigrant cloth, is his polar opposite–pessimistic and proud of it. What
was their son, Mike, thinking when he took a sabbatical from his job with NBC News so he could pile these
two world-class originals along with three of his grown kids and a daughter-in-law into a pair of rented RVs
and hit the road for a month?

Mike was thinking that he wanted to give his parents the ultimate family reunion. And so, one February
morning, three generations of Leonards set out on their journey under the dazzling Arizona sky. Thirty
minutes later, one of the humongous recreational vehicles has an unplanned meeting with a concrete island at
a convenience store. Thus begins the adventure of a lifetime–and an absolute gem of a book.

In the course of their humorous, often poignant cross-country tour, from the desert Southwest to the New
England coastline, the Leonards reminisce about their loves, their losses, and their rich and heartwarming
(and sometimes heartbreaking) lives, while encountering a veritable Greek chorus of roadside characters
along the way. The home stretch finds the clan racing back to Chicago, hoping to catch the arrival of the next
generation, Jack and Marge’s first great-grandchild. Through it all, Mike pieces together acentury of family
lore and lunacy–and discovers surprising sides to his parents that allow him to see them in a whole new light.

Mike Leonard has captivated millions of television viewers with his wry and witty feature stories for NBC’s
Today. Now he brings that same engaging charm and keen insight to the foibles and passions of his own
blessedly unique family. By turns uproariously funny and deeply moving, The Ride of Our Lives delivers a
lifetime of laughs, lessons, and priceless memories.

This edition’s exclusive DVD features never-before-seen footage from the trip as well as candid family video
and photographs.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Norberto Brody:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read
is actually The Ride of Our Lives: Roadside Lessons of an American Family.

Robert Clift:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Ride of Our Lives: Roadside
Lessons of an American Family, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Lorenzo McAvoy:

You can find this The Ride of Our Lives: Roadside Lessons of an American Family by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.

Bruce Harrison:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. With this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Ride of Our Lives: Roadside Lessons of an American Family when you necessary it?
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