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The intellectual history of race, one of the most pernicious and enduring ideas in American history, has
remained segregated into studies of black or white traditions. Bruce Dain breaks this separatist pattern with
an integrated account of the emergence of modern racial consciousness in the United States from the
Revolution to the Civil War. A Hideous Monster of the Mind reveals that ideas on race crossed racial
boundaries in a process that produced not only well-known theories of biological racism but also
countertheories that were early expressions of cultural relativism, cultural pluralism, and latter-day
Afrocentrism.

From 1800 to 1830 in particular, race took on a new reality as Americans, black and white, reacted to
postrevolutionary disillusionment, the events of the Haitian Revolution, the rise of cotton culture, and the
entrenchment of slavery. Dain examines not only major white figures like Thomas Jefferson and Samuel
Stanhope Smith, but also the first self-consciously "black" African-American writers. These various thinkers
transformed late-eighteenth-century European environmentalist "natural history" into race theories that
combined culture and biology and set the terms for later controversies over slavery and abolition. In those
debates, the ethnology of Samuel George Morton and Josiah Nott intertwined conceptually with important
writing by black authors who have been largely forgotten, like Hosea Easton and James McCune Smith.
Scientific racism and the idea of races as cultural constructions were thus interrelated aspects of the same
effort to explain human differences.

In retrieving neglected African-American thinkers, reestablishing the European intellectual background to
American racial theory, and demonstrating the deep confusion "race" caused for thinkers black and white, A
Hideous Monster of the Mind offers an engaging and enlightening new perspective on modern American
racial thought.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Cobb:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Adjacent
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book A HIDEOUS MONSTER OF THE MIND will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Edward McCain:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This A HIDEOUS MONSTER OF THE MIND book is readable by simply you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with A
HIDEOUS MONSTER OF THE MIND content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking A HIDEOUS MONSTER OF THE MIND is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Jason Cook:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A HIDEOUS MONSTER OF THE MIND, you
may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Richard Dean:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book A
HIDEOUS MONSTER OF THE MIND. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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