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When the Spaniards conquered the Yucatan Peninsula in the early 1500s, they made a great effort to destroy
or Christianize the native cultures flourishing there. That they were in large part unsuccessful is evidenced by
the survival of a number of documents written in Maya and preserved and added to by literate Mayas up to
the 1830s. The Book of Chilam Balam of Chumayel is such a document, literally the history of Yucatan
written by and for Mayas, and it contains much information not available from Spanish sources because it
was part of an underground resistance movement of which the Spanish were largely unaware.

Well known to Mayanists, The Book of Chilam Balam of Chumayel is presented here in Munro S.
Edmonson's English translation, extensively annotated. Edmonson reinterprets the book as literature and as
history, placing it in chronological order and translating it as poetry. The ritual nature of Mayan history
clearly emerges and casts new light on Mexican and Spanish acculturation of the Yucatecan Maya in the
post-Classic and colonial periods.

Centered in the city of Merida, the Chumayel provides the western (Xiu) perspective on Yucatecan history,
as Edmonson's earlier book The Ancient Future of the Itza: The Book of Chilam Balam of Tizimin presented
the eastern (Itza) viewpoint. Both document the changing calendar of the colonial period and the continuing
vitality of pre-Columbian ritual thought down to the nineteenth century. Perhaps the biggest surprise is the
survival of the long-count dating system down to the Baktun Ceremonial of 1618 (12.0.0.0.0). But there are
others: the use of rebus writing, the survival of the tun until 1752, graphic if oblique accounts of Mayan
ceremonial drama, and the depiction of the Spanish conquest as a long-term inter-Mayan civil war.
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From reader reviews:

David Pimentel:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Heaven Born Merida and Its
Destiny: The Book of Chilam Balam of Chumayel (Texas Pan American) book as basic and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Stephan Partin:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This Heaven Born Merida and Its Destiny: The Book of Chilam
Balam of Chumayel (Texas Pan American) book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Heaven Born Merida and Its Destiny: The Book of
Chilam Balam of Chumayel (Texas Pan American) content conveys the thought easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by
means of it. So , do you even now thinking Heaven Born Merida and Its Destiny: The Book of Chilam
Balam of Chumayel (Texas Pan American) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jason Serrano:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Heaven Born Merida and Its Destiny: The Book of Chilam Balam of Chumayel
(Texas Pan American) can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Donald Wexler:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's



country. So , this Heaven Born Merida and Its Destiny: The Book of Chilam Balam of Chumayel (Texas Pan
American) can make you experience more interested to read.
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