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Karl Polanyi (1886–1964) was one of the twentieth century's most original interpreters of the market
economy. His penetrating analysis of globalization's disruptions and the Great Depression's underlying
causes still serves as an effective counterargument to free market fundamentalism. This biography shows
how the major personal and historical events of his life transformed him from a bourgeois radical into a
Christian socialist but also informed his ambivalent stance on social democracy, communism, the New Deal,
and the shifting intellectual scene of postwar America.

The narrative begins with Polanyi's childhood in the Habsburg Empire and his involvement with the Great
War and Hungary's postwar revolution. It connects Polanyi's idealistic radicalism to the political promise and
intellectual ferment of Red Vienna and the horror of fascism. The book revisits Polanyi's oeuvre in English,
German, and Hungarian, includes exhaustive research in five archives, and features interviews with Polanyi's
daughter, students, and colleagues, clarifying the contradictory aspects of the thinker's work. These personal
accounts also shed light on Polanyi's connections to scholars, Christians, atheists, journalists, hot and cold
warriors, and socialists of all stripes. Karl Polanyi: A Life on the Left engages with Polanyi's biography as a
reflection and condensation of extraordinary times. It highlights the historical ruptures, tensions, and
upheavals that he sought to capture and comprehend and, in telling his story, engages with the intellectual
and political history of a turbulent epoch.
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From reader reviews:

David Williams:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Karl Polanyi: A Life
on the Left is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

William Roger:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Karl Polanyi: A Life on the Left book is readable through you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Karl Polanyi: A
Life on the Left content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Karl Polanyi:
A Life on the Left is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Dorothy Alvarez:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition of information. Even you love Karl Polanyi: A Life on the Left, it is possible to enjoy both.
It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Megan Jordan:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, and soon. The Karl Polanyi: A Life on the Left provide you with new experience in
studying a book.
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