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On an Irish Island is a love letter to a vanished way of life, in which Robert Kanigel, the highly praised
author of The Man Who Knew Infinity and The One Best Way, tells the story of the Great Blasket, a wildly
beautiful island off the west coast of Ireland, renowned during the early twentieth century for the rich
communal life of its residents and the unadulterated Irish they spoke. With the Irish language vanishing all
through the rest of Ireland, the Great Blasket became a magnet for scholars and writers drawn there during
the Gaelic renaissance—and the scene for a memorable clash of cultures between modern life and an older,
sometimes sweeter world slipping away.
 
Kanigel introduces us to the playwright John Millington Synge, some of whose characters in The Playboy of
the Western World, were inspired by his time on the island; Carl Marstrander, a Norwegian linguist who
gave his place on Norway’s Olympic team for a summer on the Blasket; Marie-Louise Sjoestedt, a Celtic
studies scholar fresh from the Sorbonne; and central to the story, George Thomson, a British classicist whose
involvement with the island and its people we follow from his first visit as a twenty-year-old to the end of his
life.
 
On the island, they met a colorful coterie of men and women with whom they formed lifelong and life-
changing friendships. There’s Tomás O’Crohan, a stoic fisherman, one of the few islanders who could read
and write Irish, who tutored many of the incomers in the language’s formidable intricacies and became the
Blasket’s first published writer; Maurice O’Sullivan, a good-natured prankster and teller of stories, whose
memoir, Twenty Years A-Growing, became an Irish classic; and Peig Sayers, whose endless repertoire of
earthy tales left listeners spellbound.
 
As we get to know these men and women, we become immersed in the vivid culture of the islanders, their
hard lives of fishing and farming matched by their love of singing, dancing, and talk. Yet, sadly, we watch
them leave the island, the village becoming uninhabited by 1953. The story of the Great Blasket is one of
struggle—between the call of modernity and the tug of Ireland’s ancient ways, between the promise of
emigration and the peculiar warmth of island life amid its physical isolation. But ultimately it is a tribute to
the strength and beauty of a people who, tucked away from the rest of civilization, kept alive a nation’s past,
and to the newcomers and islanders alike who brought the island’s remarkable story to the larger world.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Figaro:

In other case, little folks like to read book On an Irish Island. You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book On an Irish Island. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's read.

Susan Demar:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book On an Irish Island. All type
of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Joshua Hsu:

Beside this kind of On an Irish Island in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have On an
Irish Island because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Carolyn Ziolkowski:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This guide On an Irish Island was filled concerning science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In
the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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