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In this first modern biography of Nathaniel P. Banks, James G. Hollandsworth, Jr., reveals the complicated
and contradictory nature of the man who called himself the "fighting politician." Despite alack of formal
education, family connections, and personal fortune, Banks (1816-1884) advanced from the Massachusetts
legidlature to the governorship to the U.S. Congress and Speaker of the House. He learned early in his
political career that the pretext of conviction can be more important than the conviction itself, and he
practiced a politics of expedience, espousing popular beliefs but never defining beliefs of hisown. A leader
in the new Republican party, he developed a reputation as a compelling orator and a politician with a bright
future.

At the onset of the Civil War, Lincoln appointed Banks amajor general, and, as Hollandsworth shows, the
same pretext of conviction that served Banks so well in politics proved disastrous on the battlefield. He
suffered resounding defeats in the 1862 Shenandoah Valley Campaign, the Battle of Cedar Mountain, and
the Red River Campaign. Illuminating the personal characteristics that stalled the promise of Banks's early
political career and contributed to his dismal record as a commanding officer, Hollandsworth demonstrates
how Banks's obsessive pretense of glory prevented him from achieving its redlity.
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From reader reviews:
Carlos White:

The book Pretense of Glory: The Life of General Nathaniel P. Banks gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book
Pretense of Glory: The Life of General Nathaniel P. Banks for being your habit, you can get alot more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or al subjects. Y ou could
know everything if you like available and read a publication Pretense of Glory: The Life of General
Nathaniel P. Banks. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
folks. So, how do you think about this book?

Catherine Her shey:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
thisaren't like that. This Pretense of Glory: The Life of General Nathaniel P. Banks book is readable through
you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding
Pretense of Glory: The Life of General Nathaniel P. Banks content conveys the idea easily to understand by a
lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as
it. So, do you still thinking Pretense of Glory: The Life of General Nathaniel P. Banksis not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Christine Smith:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Pretense of Glory: The Life of General Nathaniel P. Banks your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Pretense of Glory: The Life of General Nathaniel P.
Banks giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data
for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Gaye Lewis:

Beside thiskind of Pretense of Glory: The Life of General Nathaniel P. Banksin your phone, it could give
you away to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might
got hereis fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Pretense of Glory: The Life of General Nathaniel P. Banks because this



book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
guestionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as
well asread it from right now!
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