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In recent years, cultural commentators have sounded the alarm about the dire state of reading in America.
Americans are not reading enough, they say, or reading the right books, in the right way.
In this book, Alan Jacobs argues that, contrary to the doomsayers, reading is alive and well in America.
There are millions of devoted readers supporting hundreds of enormous bookstores and online booksellers.
Oprah's Book Club is hugely influential, and a recent NEA survey reveals an actual uptick in the reading of
literary fiction. Jacobs's interactions with his students and the readers of his own books, however, suggest
that many readers lack confidence; they wonder whether they are reading well, with proper focus and
attentiveness, with due discretion and discernment. Many have absorbed the puritanical message that reading
is, first and foremost, good for you--the intellectual equivalent of eating your Brussels sprouts. For such
people, indeed for all readers, Jacobs offers some simple, powerful, and much needed advice: read at whim,
read what gives you delight, and do so without shame, whether it be Stephen King or the King James
Version of the Bible. In contrast to the more methodical approach of Mortimer Adler's classic How to Read a
Book (1940), Jacobs offers an insightful, accessible, and playfully irreverent guide for aspiring readers. Each
chapter focuses on one aspect of approaching literary fiction, poetry, or nonfiction, and the book explores
everything from the invention of silent reading, reading responsively, rereading, and reading on electronic
devices.
Invitingly written, with equal measures of wit and erudition, The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of
Distraction will appeal to all readers, whether they be novices looking for direction or old hands seeking to
recapture the pleasures of reading they first experienced as children.
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From reader reviews:

Stacee Stern:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of Distraction. Try to face the
book The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of Distraction as your close friend. It means that it can for being
your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it
is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

James Chavez:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Pleasures of
Reading in an Age of Distraction. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Jacob Florence:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of Distraction book is readable through you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving
The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of Distraction content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So
, do you even now thinking The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of Distraction is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

David Wilkens:

This book untitled The Pleasures of Reading in an Age of Distraction to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.
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