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Western esotericism has now emerged as an academic study in its own right, combining spirituality with an
empirical observation of the natural world while also relating the humanity to the universe through a
harmonious celestial order. This introduction to the Western esoteric traditions offers a concise overview of
their historical development.

Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke explores these traditions, from their roots in Hermeticism, Neo-Platonism, and
Gnosticism in the early Christian era up to their reverberations in today's scientific paradigms. While the
study of Western esotericism is usually confined to the history of ideas, Goodrick-Clarke examines the
phenomenon much more broadly. He demonstrates that, far from being a strictly intellectual movement, the
spread of esotericism owes a great deal to geopolitics and globalization. In Hellenistic culture, for example,
the empire of Alexander the Great, which stretched across Egypt and Western Asia to provinces in India,
facilitated a mixing of Eastern and Western cultures. As the Greeks absorbed ideas from Egypt, Babylon,
Assyria, and Persia, they gave rise to the first esoteric movements.

From the late sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries, post-Reformation spirituality found expression in
theosophy, Rosicrucianism and Freemasonry. Similarly, in the modern era, dissatisfaction with the
hegemony of science in Western culture and a lack of faith in traditional Christianity led thinkers like
Madame Blavatsky to look East for spiritual inspiration. Goodrick-Clarke further examines Modern esoteric
thought in the light of new scientific and medical paradigms along with the analytical psychology of Carl
Gustav Jung. This book traces the complete history of these movements and is the definitive account of
Western esotericism.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Chase:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction. Try to make
the book The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction as your friend. It means that it can to be
your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Rosalind Bowlin:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Western Esoteric
Traditions: A Historical Introduction is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Leonard Vega:

This The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The main reason of this The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction
can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food
but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction giving
you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Georgia Cunningham:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical
Introduction to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book
and learn it. Beside that the book The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical Introduction can to be your
brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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