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From well-known Brazilian playwright Francisco Azevedo, a heartwarming debut novel about three
generations of a family whose kitchen contains the secret ingredient for happiness—sure to appeal to fans of
Like Water for Chocolate.

Once upon a time there was some rice. Rice planted in the earth, fallen from the sky, and gathered up from
the stone. Rice that doesn’t spoil, it came from far away, by ship with three exuberant young people filled
with dreams…

Once Upon a Time in Rio is a spellbinding family saga beginning with José Custódio and Maria Romana and
their search for a prosperous future. As newlyweds, José and Maria immigrated to Brazil at the beginning of
the twentieth century, accompanied by a special gift. During the dinner preparations to celebrate their
centenary wedding anniversary, their eldest son Antonio, already a grandfather, looks back at the lives of his
parents, his aunt, his brothers, their children and grandchildren, as well as his own.

Antonio knows that family is a difficult dish to get right and that happiness must be cooked up day by day;
however, what separates his family from any other is its possession of a secret ingredient for happiness: the
sack of magical rice given to his parents on their wedding day. With the help of the rice, whose magic is as
old as fire and time, Antonio’s family has been guided through the most trying of life’s tribulations.

Lyrically written, Once Upon a Time in Rio bares the fragile yet strong nature of the human spirit and with
great insight captures the solace provided by loved ones in times of need. Already an international bestseller,
this is a beautifully told tale about the wisdom of past generations and the inextricable ties of family.
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From reader reviews:

Cinthia Beltran:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Once Upon a Time in Rio: A Novel. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book
Once Upon a Time in Rio: A Novel. You can add information and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Jose Bell:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot
of new information. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Once Upon a Time in Rio: A Novel, you are able to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Mamie Shaw:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Once Upon a Time in Rio: A Novel was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Once Upon a Time in Rio: A Novel has
many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you
can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to
like reading in which.

Christopher Rangel:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Once Upon a Time in Rio: A Novel can make you really feel more interested to read.
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