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An epic, groundbreaking account of the ethnic and state violence that followed the end of World War
I--conflicts that would shape the course of the twentieth century

For the Western allies, November 11, 1918 has always been a solemn date--the end of fighting that had
destroyed a generation, but also a vindication of a terrible sacrifice with the total collapse of the principal
enemies: the German Empire, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire. But for much of the rest of Europe
this was a day with no meaning, as a continuing, nightmarish series of conflicts engulfed country after
country.

In The Vanquished, a highly original and gripping work of history, Robert Gerwarth asks us to think again
about the true legacy of the First World War. In large part it was not the fighting on the Western Front that
proved so ruinous to Europe's future, but the devastating aftermath, as countries on both sides of the original
conflict were savaged by revolutions, pogroms, mass expulsions, and further major military clashes. If the
war itself had in most places been a struggle mainly between state-backed soldiers, these new conflicts were
predominantly perpetrated by civilians and paramilitaries, and driven by a murderous sense of injustice
projected on to enemies real and imaginary. In the years immediately after the armistice, millions would die
across Central, eastern, and southeastern Europe before the Soviet Union and a series of rickety and
exhausted small new states would come into being. It was here, in the ruins of Europe, that extreme
ideologies such as fascism would take shape and ultimately emerge triumphant in Italy, Germany, and
elsewhere.

As absorbing in its drama as it is unsettling in its analysis, The Vanquished is destined to transform our
understanding of not just the First World War but of the twentieth century as a whole.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jost:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book The Vanquished: Why the First World War Failed to End it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund
but this book features high quality.

Stephen Ziegler:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be The Vanquished: Why the First World War Failed to End
why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

James Alvarez:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication The Vanquished: Why the First World War Failed to End was filled
concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book which you wanted.

Michael Carr:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the The Vanquished: Why the First World War Failed to End when you needed it?
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