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“The Cold War . . . was a fight to the death,” notes Thomas C. Reed, “fought with bayonets, napalm, and
high-tech weaponry of every sort—save one. It was not fought with nuclear weapons.” With global powers
now engaged in cataclysmic encounters, there is no more important time for this essential, epic account of
the past half century, the tense years when the world trembled At the Abyss. Written by an author who rose
from military officer to administration insider, this is a vivid, unvarnished view of America’s fight against
Communism, from the end of WWII to the closing of the Strategic Air Command, a work as full of human
interest as history, rich characters as bloody conflict.

Among the unforgettable figures who devised weaponry, dictated policy, or deviously spied and subverted:
Whittaker Chambers—the translator whose book, Witness, started the hunt for bigger game: Communists in
our government; Lavrenti Beria—the head of the Soviet nuclear weapons program who apparently killed
Joseph Stalin; Col. Ed Hall—the leader of America’s advanced missile system, whose own brother was a
Soviet spy; Adm. James Stockwell—the prisoner of war and eventual vice presidential candidate who kept
his terrible secret from the Vietnamese for eight long years; Nancy Reagan—the “Queen of Hearts,” who
was both loving wife and instigator of palace intrigue in her husband’s White House.

From Eisenhower’s decision to beat the Russians at their own game, to the “Missile Gap” of the Kennedy
Era, to Reagan’s vow to “lean on the Soviets until they go broke”—all the pivotal events of the period are
portrayed in new and stunning detail with information only someone on the front lines and in backrooms
could know.

Yet At the Abyss is more than a riveting and comprehensive recounting. It is a cautionary tale for our time, a
revelation of how, “those years . . . came to be known as the Cold War, not World War III.”

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Harmon:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this At the Abyss: An Insider's History of
the Cold War book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Bruce Butera:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is usually At the Abyss: An Insider's History of the Cold War.

Samuel Brooks:

This At the Abyss: An Insider's History of the Cold War is great e-book for you because the content which is
full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having At the Abyss: An
Insider's History of the Cold War in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous
1. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that.
So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

David Johnston:

You may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This At the Abyss: An Insider's History of the
Cold War is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read
it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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