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This little book, written at the height of his career by Josef Lhevinne, the "inward poet of the piano," is a
clear statement of principles based on his lifelong experience in performance and teaching. Lhevinne was,
with Rachmaninoff, Schnabel, and Hoffman, one of the great modern masters, and was the first artist invited
to teach at the newly formed Julliard Graduate School of Music.
Technique, through essential, must be subordinate to musical understanding. Complete knowledge of scales,
apprehended not mechanically but musically; understanding of the uses of rests and silence, which Mozart
considered the greatest effect in music; a feeling for rhythm and training of the ear; these are the basic
elements of a thorough grounding in musicianship and are accordingly emphasized in the opening chapters.
The heart of the book is devoted to the attainment of a beautiful tone. Anyone who has heard Lhevinne play
or has listened to one of his recordings will know how great were his achievements in that area. The secret
lay, at least in part, in the technique he called "the arm floating in air," and in the use of the wrists as natural
shock absorbers. The achievement of varieties of tone, of the singing, ringing tone, of brilliancy, of delicacy,
and of power are all explained in terms of a careful analysis of the ways in which the fingers, hand, wrist,
arm, and indeed the whole body function in striking the keys. There are further remarks about how to get a
clear staccato and an unblurred legato, about the dangers of undue emphasis on memorization and the need
for variety in practicing, and special comments on the use of the pedal, which should be employed with as
much precision as the keys.
Throughout, specific musical examples are presented as illustrations. The author draws not only upon his
own experiences and methods, but upon the examples of Anton Rubenstein and of his teacher, Safonoff, for
this remarkably lucid and concise formulation of basic principles.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Streeter:

The book untitled Basic Principles in Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music) is the guide that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a
person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Basic
Principles in Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Albert Parks:

The reason why? Because this Basic Principles in Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Ted Bryant:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Basic Principles in Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music) your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get just before. The Basic Principles in Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music) giving you
one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life
in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing
spare time activity?

Tessa Krieger:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update
of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just



seeking the Basic Principles in Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music) when you needed it?
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