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How Sex Became a Civil Liberty is the first book to show how and why we have come to see sexual
expression, sexual practice, and sexual privacy as fundamental rights. Using rich archival sources and oral
interviews, historian Leigh Ann Wheeler shows how the private lives of women and men in the American
Civil Liberties Union shaped their understanding of sexual rights as they built the constitutional foundation
for the twentieth-century's sexual revolutions.

Wheeler introduces readers to a number of fascinating figures, including ACLU founders Crystal Eastman
and Roger Baldwin; nudists, victims of involuntary sterilization, and others who appealed to the organization
for help; as well as attorneys like Dorothy Kenyon, Harriet Pilpel, and Melvin Wulf, who pushed the ACLU
to tackle such controversial issues as abortion and homosexuality. It demonstrates how their work with the
American Birth Control League, Planned Parenthood Federation, Kinsey Institute, Playboy magazine, and
other organizations influenced the ACLU's agenda.

Wheeler explores the ACLU's prominent role in nearly every major court decision related to sexuality while
examining how the ACLU also promoted its agenda through grassroots activism, political action, and public
education. She shows how the ACLU helped to collapse distinctions between public and private in ways that
privileged access to sexual expression over protection from it. Thanks largely to the organization's work,
abortion and birth control are legal, coerced sterilization is rare, sexually explicit material is readily
available, and gay rights are becoming a reality. But this book does not simply applaud the creation of a sex-
saturated culture and the arming of citizens with sexual rights; it shows how hard-won rights for some often
impinged upon freedoms held dear by others.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Hardie:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled How Sex Became a Civil Liberty. Try to
stumble through book How Sex Became a Civil Liberty as your close friend. It means that it can for being
your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Louise Suttle:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this How Sex
Became a Civil Liberty.

Wayne Hankinson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking How Sex Became a Civil Liberty
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over
the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it
comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of
you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you may pick How Sex Became a Civil Liberty become your starter.

Donna Cauley:

You can obtain this How Sex Became a Civil Liberty by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book.
In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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