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Join the bestselling author of Ciao, America! on a lively tour of modern Italy that takes you behind the
seductive face it puts on for visitors—la bella figura—and highlights its maddening, paradoxical true
self
 
You won’t need luggage for this hypothetical and hilarious trip into the hearts and minds of Beppe
Severgnini’s fellow Italians. In fact, Beppe would prefer if you left behind the baggage his crafty and elegant
countrymen have smuggled into your subconscious. To get to his Italia, you’ll need to forget about your
idealized notions of Italy. Although La Bella Figura will take you to legendary cities and scenic regions,
your real destinations are the places where Italians are at their best, worst, and most authentic:

The highway: in America, a red light has only one possible interpretation—Stop! An Italian red light
doesn’t warn or order you as much as provide an invitation for reflection.

The airport: where Italians prove that one of their virtues (an appreciation for beauty) is really a vice. Who
cares if the beautiful girls hawking cell phones in airport kiosks stick you with an outdated model? That’s the
price of gazing upon perfection.

The small town: which demonstrates the Italian genius for pleasant living: “a congenial barber . . . a well-
stocked newsstand . . . professionally made coffee and a proper pizza; bell towers we can recognize in the
distance, and people with a kind word and a smile for everyone.”

The chaos of the roads, the anarchy of the office, the theatrical spirit of the hypermarkets, and garrulous train
journeys; the sensory reassurance of a church and the importance of the beach; the solitude of the soccer
stadium and the crowded Italian bedroom; the vertical fixations of the apartment building and the horizontal
democracy of the eat-in kitchen. As you venture to these and many other locations rooted in the Italian
psyche, you realize that Beppe has become your Dante and shown you a country that “has too much style to
be hell” but is “too disorderly to be heaven.”
Ten days, thirty places. From north to south. From food to politics. From saintliness to sexuality. This ironic,
methodical, and sentimental examination will help you understand why Italy—as Beppe says—“can have
you fuming and then purring in the space of a hundred meters or ten minutes.”
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Jenkins:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book La Bella Figura: A Field Guide to the
Italian Mind. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods
or other social media.

Mildred Lucas:

This book untitled La Bella Figura: A Field Guide to the Italian Mind to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Brian Register:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the publication untitled La Bella Figura: A Field Guide to the Italian Mind can be
fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Herbert Knight:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love La Bella Figura: A Field Guide to the Italian Mind,
it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.
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