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Most previous books about Dmitri Shostakovich have focused on either his symphonies and operas, or his
relationship to the regime under which he lived, or both, since these large-scale works were the ones that
attracted the interest and sometimes the condemnation of the Soviet authorities. Music for Silenced Voices
looks at Shostakovich through the back door, as it were, of his fifteen quartets, the works which his widow
characterized as a "diary, the story of his soul." The silences and the voices were of many kinds, including
the political silencing of adventurous writers, artists, and musicians during the Stalin era; the lost voices of
Shostakovich's operas (a form he abandoned just before turning to string quartets); and the death-silenced
voices of his close friends, to whom he dedicated many of these chamber works. Wendy Lesser has
constructed a fascinating narrative in which the fifteen quartets, considered one at a time in chronological
order, lead the reader through the personal, political, and professional events that shaped Shostakovich's
singular, emblematic twentieth-century life. Weaving together interviews with the composer's friends,
family, and colleagues, as well as conversations with present-day musicians who have played the quartets,
Lesser sheds new light on the man and the musician. One of the very few books about Shostakovich that is
aimed at a general rather than an academic audience, Music for Silenced Voices is a pleasure to read; at the
same time, it is rigorously faithful to the known facts in this notoriously complicated life. It will fill readers
with the desire to hear the quartets, which are among the most compelling and emotionally powerful
monuments of the past century's music.
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From reader reviews:

James Brown:

The book Music for Silenced Voices: Shostakovich and His Fifteen Quartets can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Music for Silenced
Voices: Shostakovich and His Fifteen Quartets? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all
of these. Book Music for Silenced Voices: Shostakovich and His Fifteen Quartets has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Theresa Frost:

This Music for Silenced Voices: Shostakovich and His Fifteen Quartets are generally reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Music for Silenced Voices:
Shostakovich and His Fifteen Quartets can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your before
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this Music for Silenced Voices: Shostakovich and His Fifteen Quartets giving
you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Rose Taylor:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually Music for Silenced Voices: Shostakovich and His Fifteen Quartets.

Everett Barton:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually Music for Silenced Voices: Shostakovich and His Fifteen
Quartets. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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