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A family seated round the fireplace
Singing and making merry;
A sprightly waltz played with grace

Noche Buena brings us all the magic of the Christmas season as seen through the eyes of the Hispanic
Americans who celebrate it. Christmas is at times a universal story, and many of the images here are
recognizable across cultures. We hear and see proud, joyful singing; the adoration of the Infant Jesus; and the
peaceful strains of Adeste Fidelis. But here as well are the rich traditions and legends specific to the Hispanic
culture, such as the celebration of the posadas for nine nights leading up to Christmas, with candy raining
down from colorful swinging piñatas, egg shells filled with confetti, and beautiful paper lanterns crafted to
illuminate the town on Christmas Eve. There is the "Legend of the Poinsettia" where a poor child
embarrassed by the modesty of his gift for the Christ Child sheds tears on the dull green leaves of the
familiar plant, thereby miraculously transforming them to a brilliant red. And here too are hopeful children
singing "If You Give Me Meat Pies," asking for the reward of warm meat pies and rice pudding in return for
their sweet caroling.
Thirty-six inspiring literary selections comprise this enchanting collection of works from Mexican,
Colombian, Cuban, and Puerto Rican writers--writers who represent the range of Hispanic minority groups
in the United States. Through these stories, traditional tales, songs, and poetry, readers gain a true
understanding of the importance of the Christmas holiday within the Hispanic community, and begin to
grasp the issues that inform the Hispanic American creative process--issues such as communal identity,
patriotism, poverty, assimilation, and religion. With vivid illustrations and original Spanish text for all
poetry, this fascinating anthology will inform readers of all cultural backgrounds, and give them the
opportunity to celebrate this cherished time with a newly extended family.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Berg:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Noche Buena: Hispanic American Christmas Stories.

Curt Roepke:

The publication untitled Noche Buena: Hispanic American Christmas Stories is the publication that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements
is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Noche Buena: Hispanic American Christmas Stories
from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

George Gentry:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity
honestly, that is look different you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read
you can spent the whole day to reading a publication. The book Noche Buena: Hispanic American Christmas
Stories it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual
e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
possesses high quality.

Lee Long:

This Noche Buena: Hispanic American Christmas Stories is completely new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Noche
Buena: Hispanic American Christmas Stories can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this
e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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