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In July 1947, fresh out of college and long before he would win the Pulitzer Prize and become known as one
of America's finest historians, Stanley Karnow boarded a freighter bound for France, planning to stay for the
summer. He stayed for ten years, first as a student and later as a correspondent for Time magazine. By the
time he left, Karnow knew Paris so intimately that his French colleagues dubbed him "le plus parisien des
Américains" --the most Parisian American.

Now, Karnow returns to the France of his youth, perceptively and wittily illuminating a time and place like
none other. Karnow came to France at a time when the French were striving to return to the life they had
enjoyed before the devastation of World War II. Yet even during food shortages, political upheavals, and the
struggle to come to terms with a world in which France was no longer the mighty power it had been, Paris
remained a city of style, passion, and romance.

Paris in the Fifties transports us to Latin Quarter cafés and basement jazz clubs, to unheated apartments and
glorious ballrooms. We meet such prominent political figures as Charles de Gaulle and Pierre Mendès-
France, as well as Communist hacks and the demagogic tax rebel Pierre Poujade. We get to know illustrious
intellectuals, among them Jean-Paul Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, Albert Camus, and André Malraux, and
visit the glittering salons where aristocrats with exquisite manners mingled with trendy novelists, poets,
critics, artists, composers, playwrights, and actors. We meet Christian Dior, who taught Karnow the secrets
of haute couture, and Prince Curnonsky, France's leading gourmet, who taught the young reporter to
appreciate the complexities of haute cuisine. Karnow takes us to marathon murder trials in musty
courtrooms, accompanies a group of tipsy wine connoisseurs on a tour of the Beaujolais vineyards, and
recalls the famous automobile race at Le Mans when a catastrophic accident killed more than eighty
spectators. Back in Paris, Karnow hung out with visiting celebrities like Ernest Hemingway, Orson Welles,
and Audrey Hepburn, and in Paris in the Fifties we meet them too.

A veteran reporter and historian, Karnow has written a vivid and delightful history of a charmed decade in
the greatest city in the world.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ismael Soliz:

This Paris in the Fifties are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why.
The reason of this Paris in the Fifties can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in
e-book and printed types. Beside that this Paris in the Fifties giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Chad West:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list will be Paris in the Fifties. This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you
can get many advantages.

Sandra Earnhardt:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Paris in the Fifties was vibrant and of course has pictures
on the website. As we know that book Paris in the Fifties has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax.
Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Theodore Dubose:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Paris in the Fifties to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and
examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside
that the reserve Paris in the Fifties can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of this time.
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