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Georgia on My Mind, Rockin' Chair, Skylark, Lazybones, and of course the incomparable Star Dust--who
else could have composed these classic American songs but Hoagy Carmichael? He remains, for millions,
the voice of heartland America, eternal counterpoint to the urban sensibility of Cole Porter and George
Gershwin. Now, trumpeter and historian Richard M. Sudhalter has penned the first book-length biography of
the man Alec Wilder hailed as "the most talented, inventive, sophisticated and jazz-oriented of all the great
songwriters--the greatest of the great craftsmen."
Stardust Melody follows Carmichael from his roaring-twenties Indiana youth to bandstands and recording
studios across the nation, playing piano and singing alongside jazz greats Jack Teagarden, Benny Goodman,
Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey, and close friends Bix Beiderbecke and Louis Armstrong. It illuminates his peak
Hollywood years, starring in such films as To Have and Have Not and The Best Years of Our Lives, and on
radio, records and TV. With compassionate insight Sudhalter depicts Hoagy's triumphs and tragedies, and his
mounting despair as rock-and-roll drowns out and lays waste to the last days of a brilliant career.
With an insider's clarity Sudhalter explores the songs themselves, still fresh and appealing while reminding
us of our innocent American yesterdays. Drawing on Carmichael's private papers and on interviews with
family, friends and colleagues, he reveals that "The Old Music Master" was almost as gifted a wordsmith as
a shaper of melodies. In all, Stardust Melody offers a richly textured portrait of one of our greatest musical
figures, an inspiring American icon.
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From reader reviews:

Lucia Morrone:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what one you should start with. This Stardust Melody: The Life and Music of Hoagy
Carmichael is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Jennifer Frederick:

This Stardust Melody: The Life and Music of Hoagy Carmichael is great publication for you because the
content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Stardust Melody: The Life and Music of Hoagy Carmichael in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt which?

Joni Thompson:

Beside this kind of Stardust Melody: The Life and Music of Hoagy Carmichael in your phone, it can give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Stardust Melody: The Life and Music of Hoagy Carmichael because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what
it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find
this book and also read it from currently!

Ronald Marinelli:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Stardust Melody: The Life and Music of Hoagy
Carmichael was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Stardust Melody:
The Life and Music of Hoagy Carmichael has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for
you personally and try to like reading in which.
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