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In the fall of 1950, newspapers around the world reported that the Italian-born nuclear physicist Bruno
Pontecorvo and his family had mysteriously disappeared while returning to Britain from a holiday trip.
Because Pontecorvo was known to be an expert working for the UK Atomic Energy Research Establishment,
this raised immediate concern for the safety of atomic secrets, especially when it became known in the
following months that he had defected to the Soviet Union. Was Pontecorvo a spy? Did he know and pass
sensitive information about the bomb to Soviet experts? At the time, nuclear scientists, security personnel,
Western government officials, and journalists assessed the case, but their efforts were inconclusive and
speculations quickly turned to silence. In the years since, some have downplayed Pontecorvo’s knowledge of
atomic weaponry, while others have claimed him as part of a spy ring that infiltrated the Manhattan Project.

           

The Pontecorvo Affair draws from newly disclosed sources to challenge previous attempts to solve the case,
offering a balanced and well-documented account of Pontecorvo, his activities, and his possible motivations
for defecting. Along the way, Simone Turchetti reconsiders the place of nuclear physics and nuclear
physicists in the twentieth century and reveals that as the discipline’s promise of military and industrial uses
came to the fore, so did the enforcement of new secrecy provisions on the few experts in the world
specializing in its application.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Skinner:

Typically the book The Pontecorvo Affair: A Cold War Defection and Nuclear Physics will bring one to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book The Pontecorvo Affair: A Cold War
Defection and Nuclear Physics is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Andrea Lampkin:

Exactly why? Because this The Pontecorvo Affair: A Cold War Defection and Nuclear Physics is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book
in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Henry Stehle:

The book untitled The Pontecorvo Affair: A Cold War Defection and Nuclear Physics contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by
famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice learn.

Kaye Reynolds:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Pontecorvo Affair: A Cold War Defection and Nuclear Physics we can take more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this
book The Pontecorvo Affair: A Cold War Defection and Nuclear Physics. You can more pleasing than now.
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