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During the last half of the nineteenth century, thousands of men went west in search of gold, land, or
adventure-leaving their wives to handle family, farm, and business affairs on their own. The experiences of
these westering men have long been a part of the lore of the American frontier, but the stories of their wives
have rarely been told. Ten years of research into public and private documents-including letters of couples
separated during the westward movement-has enabled Linda Peavy and Ursula Smith to tell the forgotten
stories of "women in waiting."

Though these wives were left more or less in limbo by the departure of their adventuring husbands, they
were hardly women in waiting in any other sense. Children had to be fed, clothed, housed, and educated;
farms and businesses had to be managed; creditors had to be paid or pacified and, in some cases, hard-earned
butter-and-egg money had to be sent west in response to letters from broke and disillusioned husbands.

This raises some unsettling questions: How does the idea of an "allowance" from home square with our
long-standing image of the frontiersman as rugged individualist? To what extent was the westward
movement supported by the paid and unpaid labor of women back east? And how do we measure the heroics
of husbands out west against the heroics of wives back home?
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From reader reviews:

Angel Echols:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Women in Waiting in the Westward
Movement: Life on the Home Frontier book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Patricia Spear:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Women in Waiting in
the Westward Movement: Life on the Home Frontier is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Kathryn Botello:

This Women in Waiting in the Westward Movement: Life on the Home Frontier is fresh way for you who
has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Women in Waiting in
the Westward Movement: Life on the Home Frontier can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
it! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Ruby Chartrand:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Women in Waiting in the Westward
Movement: Life on the Home Frontier was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book Women in Waiting in the Westward Movement: Life on the Home Frontier has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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