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Much of the scholarly exchange regarding the history of women in rhetoric has emphasized women’s
rhetorical practices. In Conversational Rhetoric: The Rise and Fall of a Women’s Tradition, 1600–1900,
Jane Donawerth traces the historical development of rhetorical theory by women for women, studying the
moments when women produced theory about the arts of communication in alternative genres—humanist
treatises and dialogues, defenses of women’s preaching, conduct books, and elocution handbooks. She
examines the relationship between communication and gender and between theory and pedagogy and argues
that women constructed a theory of rhetoric based on conversation, not public speaking, as a model for all
discourse. 

Donawerth traces the development of women’s rhetorical theory through the voices of English and American
women (and one much-translated French woman) over three centuries. She demonstrates how they cultivated
theories of rhetoric centered on conversation that faded once women began writing composition textbooks
for mixed-gender audiences in the latter part of the nineteenth century. She recovers and elucidates the
importance of the theories in dialogues and defenses of women’s education by Bathsua Makin, Mary Astell,
and Madeleine de Scudéry; in conduct books by Hannah More, Lydia Sigourney, and Eliza Farrar; in
defenses of women’s preaching by Ellen Stewart, Lucretia Mott, Catherine Booth, and Frances Willard; and
in elocution handbooks by Anna Morgan, Hallie Quinn Brown, Genevieve Stebbins, and Emily Bishop. In
each genre, Donawerth explores facets of women’s rhetorical theory, such as the recognition of the gendered
nature of communication in conduct books, the incorporation of the language of women’s rights in the
defenses of women’s preaching, and the adaptation of sentimental culture to the cultivation of women’s
bodies as tools of communication in elocution books. 

Rather than a linear history, Conversational Rhetoric follows the starts, stops, and starting over in women’s
rhetorical theory. It covers a broad range of women’s rhetorical theory in the Anglo-American world and
places them in their social, rhetorical, and gendered historical contexts. This study adds women’s rhetorical
theory to the rhetorical tradition, advances our understanding of women’s theories and their use of rhetoric,
and offers a paradigm for analyzing the differences between men’s and women’s rhetoric from 1600 to 1900.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Tillman:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for people. The book Conversational Rhetoric: The Rise and
Fall of a Women's Tradition, 1600-1900 (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) ended up being making you
to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The publication Conversational Rhetoric: The Rise and Fall of a Women's Tradition,
1600-1900 (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) is not only giving you much more new information but also
for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with all the book Conversational Rhetoric: The Rise and Fall of a Women's Tradition, 1600-
1900 (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms). You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Elaine Davenport:

The ability that you get from Conversational Rhetoric: The Rise and Fall of a Women's Tradition, 1600-1900
(Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) is the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words
the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Conversational
Rhetoric: The Rise and Fall of a Women's Tradition, 1600-1900 (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) giving
you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by
anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Conversational Rhetoric: The
Rise and Fall of a Women's Tradition, 1600-1900 (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) instantly.

Richard Burnett:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to
fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you
should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Conversational Rhetoric: The
Rise and Fall of a Women's Tradition, 1600-1900 (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) can be great book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Brenda Moulton:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Conversational Rhetoric: The



Rise and Fall of a Women's Tradition, 1600-1900 (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world.
It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able
to pick Conversational Rhetoric: The Rise and Fall of a Women's Tradition, 1600-1900 (Studies in Rhetorics
and Feminisms) become your own personal starter.
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