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Uses the case of Israel to examine the circumstances that lead national courts to engage heated political
issues.

Patricia J. Woods examines a controversial issue in the politics of many countries around the world: the
increasing role that courts and justices have played in deeply charged political battles. Through an extensive
case study of the religious-secular conflict in Israel, she argues that the most important determining factor
explaining when, why, and how national courts enter into the world of divisive politics is found in the
intellectual or judicial communities with whom justices live, work, and think about the law on a daily basis.
The interaction among members of this community, Woods maintains, is an organic, sociological process of
intellectual exchange that over time culminates in new legal norms that may, through court cases, become
binding legal principles. Given the right conditions—electoral democracy, basic judicial independence, and
some institutional constraints—courts may use these new legal norms as the basis for a jurisprudence that
justifies hearing controversial cases and allows for creative answers to major issues of national political
contention.

“Her study of Israeli judicial politics is shrewd, sophisticated, culturally sensitive, and historically grounded
… Judicial Power and National Politics is a welcome addition to the scholarship on comparative judicial
politics, and Patricia Woods is a welcome new voice in the field … The impact of her work will cut across
subfields and enrich the political science discipline.” — The Law and Politics Book Review

“This well-written book makes an important contribution by pushing the analysis of the controversies
surrounding judicial intervention/activism to take ideas seriously. It provides a very persuasive account of
Israel’s High Court of Justice’s involvement in religious issues and the key role of the judicial community in
precipitating that involvement. At the same time, Woods attends to the roles of institutional factors and
social movements in facilitating the controversial rights actions/decisions of the HCJ. This book is a must
read for scholars of law and politics.” — Austin Sarat, Amherst College

“The author’s notion of an extended judicial community of judges, academic lawyers, and cause lawyers is a
major move forward in the ‘new institutionalism’ in the study of law and courts.” — Martin Shapiro, Boalt
Law School, University of California at Berkeley

Patricia J. Woods is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of Florida.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Huynh:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which you should start with. This Judicial Power and National Politics: Courts and Gender in the
Religious-Secular Conflict in Israel (SUNY series in Israeli Studies) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Mary Thomas:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Judicial Power and National Politics: Courts and Gender in the Religious-
Secular Conflict in Israel (SUNY series in Israeli Studies) book is readable by simply you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Judicial Power and
National Politics: Courts and Gender in the Religious-Secular Conflict in Israel (SUNY series in Israeli
Studies) content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking Judicial Power and
National Politics: Courts and Gender in the Religious-Secular Conflict in Israel (SUNY series in Israeli
Studies) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Roger Sowa:

The event that you get from Judicial Power and National Politics: Courts and Gender in the Religious-
Secular Conflict in Israel (SUNY series in Israeli Studies) is a more deep you searching the information that
hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know
but Judicial Power and National Politics: Courts and Gender in the Religious-Secular Conflict in Israel
(SUNY series in Israeli Studies) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this specific Judicial Power and National Politics: Courts and Gender in the Religious-Secular
Conflict in Israel (SUNY series in Israeli Studies) instantly.

Cora Snyder:

Judicial Power and National Politics: Courts and Gender in the Religious-Secular Conflict in Israel (SUNY
series in Israeli Studies) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to



understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Judicial Power and National Politics: Courts and
Gender in the Religious-Secular Conflict in Israel (SUNY series in Israeli Studies) yet doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.
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