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A REMARKABLY GRIPPING ACCOUNT OF AMERICA’S BAY OF PIGS CRISIS, DRAWING ON
LONG-HIDDEN CIA DOCUMENTS AND DELIVERING, AS NEVER BEFORE, THE VIVID
TRUTH—AND CONSEQUENCES—OF FIVE PIVOTAL DAYS IN APRIL 1961

The U.S.-backed military invasion of Cuba in 1961 remains one of the most ill-fated blunders in American
history, with echoes of the event reverberating even today. Despite the Kennedy administration’s initial
public insistence that the United States had nothing to do with the invasion, it soon became clear that the
complex operation had been planned and approved by the best and brightest minds at the highest reaches of
Washington, including the Joint Chiefs of Staff and President John F. Kennedy himself.

The Cuban-born invaders were trained by CIA officers, supplied with American matériel, and shadowed by
the U.S. Navy. Landing by sea with fighter-plane support, they hoped to establish a military beachhead and
spark a counterrevolution against Fidel Castro’s regime. The gambit was a stupendous failure, resulting in
the death or imprisonment of more than a thousand men. In its wake, the United States appeared inept,
reckless, and corrupt.

Now, journalist Jim Rasenberger takes a closer look at this darkly fascinating incident in American history.
At the heart of the crisis stood President Kennedy, and Rasenberger traces what Kennedy knew, thought, and
said as events unfolded. He examines whether Kennedy was manipulated by the CIA into approving a plan
that would ultimately involve the American military. He also draws compelling portraits of the other figures
who played key roles in the drama: Castro, who shortly after achieving power visited New York City and
was cheered by thousands (just months before the United States began plotting his demise); Dwight
Eisenhower, who originally ordered the secret program, then later disavowed it; Allen Dulles, the CIA
director who may have told Kennedy about the plan before he was elected president (or so Richard Nixon
suspected); and Richard Bissell, the famously brilliant “deus ex machina” who ran the operation for the
CIA—and took the blame when it failed. Beyond the short-term fallout, Rasenberger demonstrates, the Bay
of Pigs gave rise to further and greater woes, including the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Vietnam War, and even,
possibly, the assassination of John Kennedy.

Written with elegant clarity and narrative verve, The Brilliant Disaster is the most complete account of this
event to date, providing not only a fast-paced chronicle of the disaster but an analysis of how it occurred—a
question as relevant today as then—and how it profoundly altered the course of modern American history.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Castaneda:

The book The Brilliant Disaster: JFK, Castro, and America's Doomed Invasion of Cuba's Bay of Pigs give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make reading a book The Brilliant Disaster: JFK, Castro, and America's Doomed
Invasion of Cuba's Bay of Pigs to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
available and read a reserve The Brilliant Disaster: JFK, Castro, and America's Doomed Invasion of Cuba's
Bay of Pigs. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this publication?

Heidi Fritz:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Brilliant
Disaster: JFK, Castro, and America's Doomed Invasion of Cuba's Bay of Pigs suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Brilliant Disaster: JFK,
Castro, and America's Doomed Invasion of Cuba's Bay of Pigsis one of several books this everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication
you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple
way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal
of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Mary Oliveras:

The book with title The Brilliant Disaster: JFK, Castro, and America's Doomed Invasion of Cuba's Bay of
Pigs has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.

John Lambeth:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this The Brilliant Disaster:
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