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In The Labor of Job, the renowned Marxist political philosopher Antonio Negri develops an unorthodox
interpretation of the Old Testament book of Job, a canonical text of Judeo-Christian thought. In the biblical
narrative, the pious Job is made to suffer for no apparent reason. The story revolves around his quest to
understand why he must bear, and why God would allow, such misery. Conventional readings explain the
tale as an affirmation of divine transcendence. When God finally speaks to Job, it is to assert his sovereignty
and establish that it is not Job’s place to question what God allows. In Negri’s materialist reading, Job does
not recognize God’s transcendence. He denies it, and in so doing becomes a co-creator of himself and the
world.

The Labor of Job was first published in Italy in 1990. Negri began writing it in the early 1980s, while he was
a political prisoner in Italy, and it was the first book he completed during his exile in France (1983–97). As
he writes in the preface, understanding suffering was for him in the early 1980s “an essential element of
resistance. . . . It was the problem of liberation, in prison and in exile, from within the absoluteness of
Power.” Negri presents a Marxist interpretation of Job’s story. He describes it as a parable of human labor,
one that illustrates the impossibility of systems of measure, whether of divine justice (in Job’s case) or the
value of labor (in the case of late-twentieth-century Marxism). In the foreword, Michael Hardt elaborates on
this interpretation. In his commentary, Roland Boer considers Negri’s reading of the book of Job in relation
to the Bible and biblical exegesis. The Labor of Job provides an intriguing and accessible entry into the
thought of one of today’s most important political philosophers.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lach:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text as a Parable of Human Labor
(New Slant: Religion, Politics, Ontology). Try to stumble through book The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text
as a Parable of Human Labor (New Slant: Religion, Politics, Ontology) as your close friend. It means that it
can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because
you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with
this book.

Robin Castillo:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text as a Parable of
Human Labor (New Slant: Religion, Politics, Ontology) as your daily resource information.

Henry Slaughter:

The actual book The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text as a Parable of Human Labor (New Slant: Religion,
Politics, Ontology) will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to
you. The book The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text as a Parable of Human Labor (New Slant: Religion,
Politics, Ontology) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Mark Brainerd:

The reason why? Because this The Labor of Job: The Biblical Text as a Parable of Human Labor (New
Slant: Religion, Politics, Ontology) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap
it but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going
to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I



ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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