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Winner of the 2014 Iowa Short Fiction Award, Heather A. Slomski’s debut story collection takes loss as its
primary subject and holds it up to the light. In prose spare and daring, poised yet startling, these stories take
shape in reality, but reality, they sometimes show us, is not a separate realm from the fantastic or the surreal.
Two couples meet for dinner to acknowledge an affair. A mannequin recalls a lover and the life she
mysteriously lost.  Two girls observe a young widow’s grief through a café window. A man’s hat is as
discerning as Cinderella’s shoe.

In the fifteen stories that comprise this collection—some short as breaths, two of them novelettes—Slomski
writes with a keen eye about relationships. About the desires that pull us together and the betrayals that push
us apart. About jealousy, obsession, loneliness and regret—the byproducts of loving someone that keep us
awake at night. 

The characters in these stories share meals, drink wine, buy furniture and art. They live domestic lives, so
often wanting to love someone yet ending up alone. In one story, a woman’s fiancé leaves her when she goes
to post some mail. In another story, a man can’t move past an affair his wife almost had. Another story
describes a series of drawings to detail a couple’s end. But while loss and heartache pervade these stories,
there is also occasional hope. For, as the title story shows us, sometimes a breakup isn’t an end at all, but the
beginning of your life.  
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Riddle:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Lovers Set Down Their Spoons (Iowa
Short Fiction Award). All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Elmer Dooley:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important normally. The book The Lovers Set Down Their Spoons (Iowa
Short Fiction Award) seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication The Lovers Set Down Their Spoons
(Iowa Short Fiction Award) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being
your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship together with the book The Lovers Set Down Their Spoons (Iowa Short
Fiction Award). You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Ward Beaver:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Lovers Set Down Their Spoons
(Iowa Short Fiction Award), you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Lisa Keener:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims The Lovers Set
Down Their Spoons (Iowa Short Fiction Award).
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