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"The golden book of spirit and sense, the holy writ of beauty." — Oscar Wilde
Published to equal parts scandal and acclaim in 1873, The Renaissance inspired a generation of Oxford
undergraduates, who adapted its credo of "arts for art's sake" for their Aesthetic Movement. Combining the
skepticism of empirical philosophy, the materialism of 19th-century science, and the determinism of
evolutionary theory, this book defies categorization and endures as an innovative example of cultural
criticism.
An Oxford don who led a quiet scholarly life, Walter Pater was shocked at the reactions his writings
provoked. ("I wish they would not call me a hedonist," he remarked, "it gives such a wrong impression to
those who do not know Greek.") His essays on the individuals he viewed as embodiments of the Renaissance
spirit encompass artists whose careers span the Middle Ages through the 18th century. Pater's elegant, fluid
prose examines the works of Pico della Mirandola, Leonardo, Michelangelo, Botticelli, and others. He
crowns his compendium of reflections with his notorious Conclusion, in which he asserts that "to burn
always with this hard, gemlike flame, to maintain this ecstasy, is success in life."
One of Victorian England's most talked about books, The Renaissance exerted a crucial influence on the art
criticism of the past century, and it remains a work of unusual importance to those interested in art history
and English literature.
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From reader reviews:

Arturo Hasan:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular The Renaissance: Studies in Art and
Poetry (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Gerard Pucci:

This book untitled The Renaissance: Studies in Art and Poetry (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online.
The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Cathrine Hart:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled The Renaissance: Studies in Art and Poetry (Dover
Fine Art, History of Art) can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Eugene Brown:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The Renaissance: Studies in Art and
Poetry (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you could pick The Renaissance: Studies in Art and Poetry (Dover Fine
Art, History of Art) become your own personal starter.
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