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In Black and Green, Kiran Asher provides a powerful framework for reconceptualizing the relationship
between neoliberal development and social movements. Moving beyond the notion that development is a
hegemonic, homogenizing force that victimizes local communities, Asher argues that development processes
and social movements shape each other in uneven and paradoxical ways. She bases her argument on
ethnographic analysis of the black social movements that emerged from and interacted with political and
economic changes in Colombia’s Pacific lowlands, or Chocó region, in the 1990s.

The Pacific region had yet to be overrun by drug traffickers, guerrillas, and paramilitary forces in the early
1990s. It was better known as the largest area of black culture in the country (90 percent of the region’s
population is Afro-Colombian) and as a supplier of natural resources, including timber, gold, platinum, and
silver. Colombia’s Law 70, passed in 1993, promised ethnic and cultural rights, collective land ownership,
and socioeconomic development to Afro-Colombian communities. At the same time that various
constituencies sought to interpret and implement Law 70, the state was moving ahead with large-scale
development initiatives intended to modernize the economically backward coastal lowlands. Meanwhile
national and international conservation organizations were attempting to protect the region’s rich
biodiversity. Asher explores this juxtaposition of black rights, economic development, and
conservation—and the tensions it catalyzed. She analyzes the meanings attached to “culture,” “nature,” and
“development” by the Colombian state and Afro-Colombian social movements, including women’s groups.
In so doing, she shows that the appropriation of development and conservation discourses by the social
movements had a paradoxical effect. It legitimized the presence of state, development, and conservation
agencies in the Pacific region even as it influenced those agencies’ visions and plans.
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From reader reviews:

Ismael Soliz:

With other case, little persons like to read book Black and Green: Afro-Colombians, Development, and
Nature in the Pacific Lowlands (e-Duke books scholarly collection.). You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book Black and Green: Afro-
Colombians, Development, and Nature in the Pacific Lowlands (e-Duke books scholarly collection.). You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a
book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to
go to the library. Let's go through.

Leon Fisher:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Black and Green: Afro-Colombians,
Development, and Nature in the Pacific Lowlands (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) e-book written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read
the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Black and Green: Afro-Colombians, Development, and
Nature in the Pacific Lowlands (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) as good book not just by the cover but
also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Sandra Jordon:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be study. Black and Green: Afro-Colombians, Development, and Nature in the Pacific Lowlands (e-Duke
books scholarly collection.) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those
short spare time problems.

Dolores Young:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Black and Green: Afro-
Colombians, Development, and Nature in the Pacific Lowlands (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) is
simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space
to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this



book.
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