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What is sex exactly? Does everyone agree on a definition? And does that definition hold when considering
literary production in other times and places? Sex before Sex makes clear that we cannot simply transfer our
contemporary notions of what constitutes a sex act into the past and expect them to be true for the people
who were then reading literature and watching plays. The contributors confront how our current critical
assumptions about definitions of sex restrict our understanding of representations of sexuality in early
modern England.

Drawing attention to overlooked forms of sexual activity in early modern culture, from anilingus and
interspecies sex to “chin-chucking” and convivial drinking, Sex before Sex offers a multifaceted view of
what sex looked like before the term entered history. Through incisive interpretations of a wide range of
literary texts, including Romeo and Juliet, The Comedy of Errors, Paradise Lost, the figure of Lucretia, and
pornographic poetry, this collection queries what might constitute sex in the absence of a widely accepted
definition and how a historicized concept of sex affects the kinds of arguments that can be made about early
modern sexualities.

Contributors: Holly Dugan, George Washington U; Will Fisher, CUNY–Lehman College; Stephen Guy-
Bray, U of British Columbia; Melissa J. Jones, Eastern Michigan U; Thomas H. Luxon, Dartmouth College;
Nicholas F. Radel, Furman U; Kathryn Schwarz, Vanderbilt U; Christine Varnado, U of Buffalo–SUNY.
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From reader reviews:

Clair Lemanski:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Sex before Sex: Figuring
the Act in Early Modern England is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Rosalva Nichols:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Sex before Sex: Figuring the Act in
Early Modern England guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Sex before Sex: Figuring the
Act in Early Modern England as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one
book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.

Diane Lomas:

This Sex before Sex: Figuring the Act in Early Modern England is great reserve for you because the content
that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute.
This book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So
if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Sex before Sex:
Figuring the Act in Early Modern England in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-
book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt
this?

Jennifer Fountain:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Sex before Sex: Figuring the Act in Early Modern England was filled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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