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Bertrand Russell’s professional philosophical reputation rests mainly on his mathematical logic and theory of
knowledge. In this study, first published in 1985, however, Kenneth Blackwell considers Russell’s writings
on ethics and metaethics and uncovers the conceptual unity in Russell’s normative ethic. He traces that unity
to the influence of Spinoza’s central ethical concept, the ‘intellectual love of God’, and then evaluates the
ethic which he terms ‘impersonal self-enlargement’.

The introduction discusses the metaethical background to Russell’s ethic and the difficulties inherent in
Russell’s view that ethical knowledge is not possible. The first section then examines Russell’s writings on
Spinoza from 1894 to 1964, dividing them into three periods, the second part analyzes Russell’s two
interpretations of the main concept, traces 'impersonal self-enlargement' in Russell’s own ethical writings,
and evaluates the ethic in relation to other ethical theories and on its own merits as a ‘way of living’.

This book provides a foundation for a positive re-evaluation of Russell’s status in the major philosophical
field of ethics and will be welcomed by students of moral philosophy as well as those interested in Bertrand
Russell’s works.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Spinozistic Ethics of Bertrand Russell
(Routledge Library Editions: Russell). All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Jack Unger:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the publication untitled The Spinozistic Ethics of Bertrand Russell (Routledge Library Editions:
Russell) can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Melissa Peterson:

You can find this The Spinozistic Ethics of Bertrand Russell (Routledge Library Editions: Russell) by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Jeffrey Garner:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Spinozistic Ethics of Bertrand Russell
(Routledge Library Editions: Russell) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
available a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve The Spinozistic Ethics of Bertrand Russell
(Routledge Library Editions: Russell) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of that time.
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